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This FBI manhunt will be for new agents 
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Brian Boetig heads the FBI's Buffalo office. 

 
David Bertola 

Buffalo Business First Reporter- Business First 

The FBI could use someone with your skill set, as it will be hiring a few hundred special agents. 

“From Aug. 1 to Aug. 15, posting for special agent positions will be open,” said Buffalo field office 

special-agent-in-charge Brian Boetig. “These are gun-toting, badge-carrying investigators, and we’ll get 

hundreds of thousands of applicants, who will be assigned to one of the agency’s 56 U.S. field offices, or 

one of 60 overseas offices.” 

Boetig said that information about becoming a special agent can be found here.  

He said that the FBI is looking for those with accounting, computer science and IT skills, who speak 

foreign languages or have law degrees. However, the application process is open to those with various 

backgrounds. These, he said, can include military veterans, police officers, librarians or retail associates. 

A four-year degree and work experience are required. Boetig’s background is accounting. 

“We’re always looking for accountants and those with law backgrounds because of the amount of health-

care fraud,” he said. “People with computer and technology backgrounds are helpful because of cyber 

threats we face.” 

The minimum age to apply is 23, and the maximum is 37. Applicants will need to pass written, oral and 

physical fitness tests, and a background check. Of the 500 to 800 agents who will be hired, it’s not known 

how many will end up in Buffalo. At around week six of the 20-week training at the FBI Academy in 

Quantico, Va., trainees will learn where they’ll be assigned. 

“The FBI will assess candidates in Quantico, and feed them into offices where they have a shortage or 

need for agents,” Boetig said. 

The FBI pays trainees $46,229 while in the academy. After a new agent is assigned to an office, the salary 

is adjusted for a cost of living, plus an additional 25 percent for federal additional law enforcement 

availability pay. 
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