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“Let Us Begin Again, For Until
Now We Have Done Nothing”
These words from St. Francis, spoken when he
was ill and dying, are a reminder to us all that we must
constantly renew our efforts to serve and support both
the students and our colleagues here at Hilbert
College. Especially as a new academic year begins,
St. Francis’ words challenge us to start all over again
and, for that reason, it is easy to become
overwhelmed. However, new beginnings can also be a
time of excitement, optimism, and hope. So, as a
community, this is the perfect time to remind ourselves
why we do, what we do. Let us ask ourselves, what do
we love about our vocations as educators, mentors,
and leaders? What gets us out of bed in the morning?
What do we love most about our work?
As we begin the new academic year, take time
to reflect and pray over these questions and hold fast
to the answers. At some point, challenges will arise,
stress will mount, and difficulties will cause us to doubt
ourselves and our work. These are the moments when
we need to remember what we love, what we are
passionate about, and what gives us hope. In the
words of St. Francis, may God give you “Peace and All
Good!”
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Hilbert Serves In Kenya
Dr. Amy Smith
As part of GS 300 Service Learning Abroad,
Hilbert students and faculty participated in a service
trip to Kenya in May. Throughout the trip, Hilbert’s
Franciscan values were apparent in both the work
the Hilbert team accomplished and also in the way
they were welcomed and treated by the Kenyan
children and families they interacted with.
While in Kenya, the group completed two
projects. The larger project involved building beds
at a school for disabled children. Although a
dormitory had been built for the school, no funding
had been provided to furnish the room, so the students and faculty members, working with Kenyan workmen,
built 13 beds for the children and staff. Hilbert student Kai Redmond commented, “A bed is something that so
many of us take for granted; it’s not until we see those who don’t have one that we feel how blessed and
fortunate we are to have something as simple as a bed“—and like kids everywhere, they immediately started
jumping on the beds! The second project involved working with children at an orphanage in another
community, making beaded necklaces that will be sold to provide the orphanage with some income.
The trip had an impact on everyone involved, with students reflecting on the need to not take things for
granted; the impact that each individual can have on improving the lives of others’; the importance of
understanding and respecting the opinions and lives of others; and the similarities that we share, despite
geographic and economic differences. As Hilbert student Jemina Young stated, “The Jemina who left America
to go to Kenya is not the same person coming back home.” Other members of Hilbert’s “Kenya Krew” were
faculty members Marne Griffin and Amy Smith, and recent Hilbert graduate Julie Moll.

Chaplain’s Corner
Peace and All Good! That’s how St. Francis wanted his brother
friars to greet one another, and that’s my wish for you as this academic
year begins.
As your college Chaplain, I hope to carry on many of the
traditions started by my predecessor Fr. Greg. It’s already been my
pleasure to meet many of you in the Dining Hall at lunch, and to bless
the Women’s Soccer Team last week. I also look forward to attending
many athletic contests during the year.
One of my primary roles is to be available for you either in my office (Bogel 142D), in St.
Clare Chapel, or wherever you spot me on campus. Have something to talk about? Someone
who needs prayers? Just ask. Last week I was praying in the back of the chapel, and noticed
someone else come in to pray quietly. That’s what the chapel is there for, so stop in when you
need a little time to reflect, pray, or just wind down from a busy day. Daily Mass in the Chapel
begins this week, and every week, at 12:30 p.m. Wednesdays and 8:00 a.m. Thursdays.
I’m also happy to help Jeff Papia, Director of Mission Integration and Campus Ministry, on
many initiatives to bring out the Franciscan, Catholic character of Hilbert. I love conversations
about Jesus, the church, St. Francis, or life in general. And if you’re interested in what’s known as
the Slow Roll bicycle ride in Buffalo, I’m your guy!
I’m usually the only one walking around campus in a brown robe (we call it a Franciscan
habit), so feel free to introduce yourself!
Peace and All Good!
Fr. Jud Weiksnar, ofm

Welcoming New Faces in Residence Life
The Office of Residence Life and Judicial Affairs has some new faces joining the team
this year. Here is our team along with a brief description of each person’s role for the
department.
 Jill Cole, Director of Residence Life
and Judicial Affairs
Oversees the vision for the department,
manages housing, judicial and crisis
situations while assessing and improving
the quality of life for residential
students.
 Jake Peters, Assistant Director of
Residence Life
Recruits, trains and supervises the
resident assistants, is the visionary for
community development and assists
with the recruitment of talent and ideas
for the department.
 Shenique Nibbs ’16, Area Coordinator
Manages and oversees department
programming efforts, aligns community
development efforts to institutions
mission and assists with cultural
awareness initiatives.
This team, along with our 13 resident assistants are excited to share a new, fresh
perspective on Residence Life as we invite the Hilbert Community to learn with us. We
invite you to help support our missions and objectives to program in Trinity Hall, St.
Joseph’s Hall and our apartments to meet students where they are and provide
additional learning opportunities in our living communities.
 For Residence Life, our mission is to help foster an environment that celebrates
diversity, promotes respect, and enforces policies to promote safety and
participation in a wide variety of experiences and activities. The staff provides a
plethora of programs, events and intentional conversations to assists with a
student’s success and engagement in the Hilbert Community.
 For Judicial Affairs, our mission is to here to help students learn through difficult,
challenging or unsafe situations throughout their tenure at Hilbert College. Our
intention is to use restorative justice in all of our resolutions to give back to the
local and college community, while maintaining a community standards for
student’s actions.
The Office has renovated its website and formats of communication. We anticipate
being paperless for the 2017-2018 academic year. Please explore some of our new
content on our website which includes the department’s objectives, resources for
students along with virtual forms for housing necessities. Please follow us
@hilbertreslife on twitter and Instragram to watch our journey as we explore this year
of caring.

JOIN US FOR

MASS

Wednesdays at 12:30pm
Thursdays at 8:00am
St. Clare Chapel

HILBERT COLLEGE

Day of Reflection
Friday, September 30th
Christ the King Seminary
10:00am-3:00pm

RSVP to Jeff Papia at jpapia@hilbert.edu or ext. 407

Upcoming Events
Mission in Action During September
Nitro Magic Ice Cream

September 1st, 12:00pm-3:00pm, West Herr Atrium

Earth Prayer at the Pond
Thursday, September 1st, 3:15pm, Fran Hall Pond

Commuter BBQ

September 7th, 10:45-1:00pm, Parking Lot H

Student Involvement Fair

September 15th, 11:00am-1:00pm, Main Quad

Peace Corps Information Session
September 15th, 1:45pm, Career Lab

Hilbert College Day of Service

September 23rd, 9:00am-2:00pm, West Herr Atrium

th

Fall Fest

September 24 , 12:00pm-5:00pm, Main Quad

Ribbon Pledge & Consent Tattoos
September 26th, 12:30-2:30pm, Bogel Front Foyer

Candlelight Prayer Service
September 26th, 7:00pm, Pond

franciscan funnies

“Laughter is the beginning of prayer”
- Reinhold Niebuhr

A Jesuit and a Franciscan are walking down
the street one day when a man approaches
them. He asks, "Brothers, have you seen my
Mercedes? It has rosary beads hanging
from the rear view mirror."
The brothers look at each other.
The Franciscan asks, "What's a Mercedes?"
The Jesuit looks at the Franciscan slightly
horrified and asks,
"What's a rosary?”
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